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Rain kept falling

Poem / Sissi

The rain kept falling
Sunshine lay in fluffy cloud

Fallen sky into an oil painting

I'm inside as a tiny spot

The rain kept falling
Wind caress aerial root and leave
Umbrella turn bud to blooming

And rain drop down make chest wave

Shall I describe this a drippy dream?
Though it's full of real touch and feel

Snail run with bus shouting scream

Slender lane drag me to the living hill

Water jump in lake seems noiseless

But still wake fish from sleep tenderness

Can'tyou claim something eternal

Transient life move on way in final

| B & The rain kept falling and glide down in the foggy air

Ifbelieve yourself then don't worry it will disappear.
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The Ballad of the Pirouette

¥ /Liv Amelia Fern

Aurora lifts the mug to her lips, letting the smooth earl grey glide down
her throat. Instantly, she feels the warmth flooding her insides, soothing her
senses and numbing the nerve wreckage ever so slightly. The amber liquid has
always acted as her comfort. The first inhale of the sharp yet subtle scent of
bergamot never fails to ground her back to reality, tethering her to be present

as the persistent fog of doubt continues to blind her.

She opened her eyes to the assaulting the hustle and bustle surrounding
her.

It was a busy morning shift, with people from all walks of life eager to
get their caffeine fix for the day. The lady behind the counter knew Aurora
well by now; she was, after all, one of the regulars. The lady knew the
customers who wanted a friendly morning banter and those who just wanted

to be on their way.
Aurora fell in the latter category.

Still, the lady could not help but note the girl's pale skin and sunken eyes
today. Silently, she passed a brown bag filled with raspberry scones,
muttering it was an old treat from yesterday as an excuse. Aurora smiled at the

kindness, yet she knew it did not reach her eyes.

The dark circles under her eyes had always been present. It was a
testament to how hard she worked in the studio, each pirouette and arabesque
a testament of her own body's limits. Exhaustion tugged at her limbs, yet she
forced herself to sway to the soft music, moving in perfect harmony driven by

the silent rhythm no one else could hear.
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Sweat clung to her, resembling a second skin. She couldn't stop.
She wouldn't stop.

Yet, it seemed that her arcs of determination and persistent taps of pointe
shoes were all for nought. The lead role for the upcoming Nutcracker show

had been given.
And it wasn't her.

She existed in a trance-like state, lingering over the cold saucer of tea
until 7:30. Instinctively, she wondered if no one would notice her absence in
practice today. It would certainly be a way to save face. Shame crept up her

face, and her throat tightened.
All the other girls were given lead roles. Multiple times even.

Aurora felt her chest being pulled inwards, shrinking around the
invisible weight she was carrying. She blinked rapidly, squinting at the edge
of the café's ceiling with fawn wooden beams. Her eyes travelled to
the clear window revealing morning clouds and spring rain. She focused on
the beads that slid down the...

"There you are,"

A blur of colour waltzed towards her, accompanied by the familiar scent of

jasmine and peonies. Aurora looked up slowly, raising an eyebrow at her friend.
"How on earth did you find me, Elaine?"

Her friend looked at her strangely, before making a face at the cluttered
table in front of them like it had personally offended her. "Where else would
you be?"

"The studio?"

"After your silent breakdown yesterday?" asked Elaine simply. "I don't
see your costume or pointe shoes. It's not hard to guess you're skipping

Madame's wrath today,"
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Aurora tipped her cup around, eyeing as the amber liquid sloshed from
side to side. Despite Elaine's friendly demeanour, she knew her friend came
with purpose. Beneath the warmth of her friend's laughter was a sharp mind,

always observing, always calculating.

Elaine's cleverness had always been concealed in the ease of her manner.

"Why are you here?" asked Aurora, albeit a little bit sharper than she

intended.

Her friend smiled like the Cheshire cat. "There's a slot for the school's
adaptation of Giselle. It's a small performance, not for the usual large mass in
the theatre. But still- you should give it a shot. Emotional expressiveness in a

ballerina is what they're looking for in Giselle,"
"Is that a compliment or insult?"

"Both. Either way, you're clearly showing me how dramatic you can be

right now,"
Aurora gave a half-hearted glare at her friend's direction.
"Think about it," urged Elaine again, "It's better than moping around,"

Aurora drummed her fingers against the wooden table, contemplating the

news. It wasn't much, but it'll give her something to do at least.

Her aching feet moved on their own accord, gliding against the wooden
floors with more habit than grace. Her once sharp arabesques softened into
something with less precision, her muscles straining with exhaustion and

lethargy.

Aurora stared at the reflection of her own glossy amber eyes, denial beating
hard against her chest. She was doing great, wasn't she? Madame wouldn't

notice what she couldn't see, would she?
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The music continued to swell around her, and she spun
quickly. Too quickly. Her moves were mechanical, her expression borderline
clinical, and she cringed as she attempted another lousy pirouette. She was
trapped in an endless cycle of nothingness, each move was a whisper of insult

grating against her skin.

Every leap felt heavier, every turn felt slower, and shadows of
desperation began to dance in tune with her. The music increased its tempo,
the final act approaching. She forced herself to rise, ignoring the material

biting into her bruised and weary flesh. She did a final leap as required.

Aurora bowed her head towards the invisible audience, chest heaving,

confidence breaking.
She wasn't lost in the dance. The dance was lost to her.

Aurora looked up to find a pair of beady eyes staring at her.

Madame's office seemed innocuous enough.

A crackling wine-coloured hearth burned the oak logs near her, bathing
the room in a soft orange glow. Aurora risks a glance at the stoic madame in
front of her, before reverting her eyes to the many bookshelves surrounding
them. Her eyes traversed the abundance of spines, each varying in colours and

age, before returning her eyes to the hearth.

She had long admired a flame's natural dance. Though harsh, the dancing
flame held a story of its own. It was one filled with battle and chaos, but
within the kindling, a story of fiery determination and tender longing. It

reminded her of herself, or at least what she had been before.
"Aurora,"
The girl looked up sharply.

The madame stared at her with an intent expression, a frown marring her

usual blank features. "You know why you're here, yes?"
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Aurora slowly nodded. It had after all been an open secret at the
academy. If you were called to the madame's office, it was either for

acknowledgement of splendid work, or punishment.
She knew she was called in for the latter.

"Your practices lately had been mediocre. While I sometimes turn a blind
eye to these defects, your role in the upcoming recital makes it hard to

ignore,"
Aurora hung her head in shame.

"You were one of the most dedicated students, dear," the madame

added, "I do not wish to see another star die before making its debut,"
Aurora knew she should've held it in, but she couldn't.

"Then why-?" she began, raising her head to meet the madame's eyes.

“Why was I never given a chance for a debut?"

The madame blinked at her before understanding flooded her
features. "You...you were upset because you didn’t get the lead role for The

Nutcracker?"
Well, if the madame put it that way...
It sounded like she was a whining child.

"Not just the nutcracker," replied Aurora defensively, "It was every
production the school ever had. All of my peers were given a chance,

and I've never- not once-"
"Enough," the madame interrupted sharply.
Startled, Aurora looked up to the madame's unwavering gaze.

"Do you think life comes without struggle? Without pain?" the madame
spoke firmly, yet not unkindly. "Every stumble, every ache, is a part of your

journey. Your moment will come. But until then, you need to go on,"
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The madame stood up silently, before walking towards the great

windows behind her.

"Do what you love, love what you do," the madame started, "But most
importantly, with all your heart, give yourself to it. If you do so, I will

ensure you, that your moment will come,"

She barely remembered herself before the stage.

Failure had visited her a thousand times, but she had learnt to welcome
it, letting it fuel her fire rather than snuffing it out. She stared at the backstage
mirror, and a smile curved on her lips. Fiery determination burned in her

eyes.
She wasn't there yet, but she could see the dancer she wanted to be.

Aurora entered the stage, full of life and vitality as she danced with pure

radiance.

An illuminating and captivating figure, she embraced the music's tune
and twirled, letting its soft melodies wash over and take control of her
movements. She spun delicately, her movements flowing with a startling
grace and poise rivalling nature's beauty. Her essence slowly melded into the
symphony, and she looked up to the audience shrouded in darkness with

confidence.

She danced and danced, letting her body obey the music with the same
intensity as the fierce will in her heart. Her pirouettes were enchanting, her
entire being moving with a purposeful and powerful clarity. Her dance
conveyed a sense of wild abandon and madness, yet maintained control and
precision in her movements. With each stride and twirl she made; it became
painfully clear how her emotions were unleashed in this heart-wrenching

dance, her passion in each step apparent in meaning.

She danced with a demanding tempo, flattering grace her constant companion.
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Perhaps this wasn't her grand moment, but it was hers to enjoy.

Her steps quickly became haste, her midnight hair fluttering wildly
against the wind as she continued her punishing pace, synchronizing with

the music's tempo.

She could feel the audience's eyes on her, their attention unwavering and
intense. Yet, none of it mattered to her. It was her moment. She danced for
herself.

As the song ended, an unfamiliar rush of adrenaline filled her soul. With
a final leap, she fell into a practised heap on the wooden floor. Her chest
heaved, and she held her position for a moment longer. It was done. Her

dance, her moment of victory.

Aurora barely heard the thunderous applause that followed almost
immediately after. Her body was still humming with energy as she exited the
stage and was still tingling when she was showered with hugs and excited

chatter.

A warm hand touched her bare shoulder, and Aurora looked up to a figure

smiling warmly.

"T think," the madame began, her voice full of promise, "We just found

our lead for the next production.”
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