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1. RMBEEERTEIRE S RFENNEHAR?
What was the initial motivation for traveling thousands of miles away from your
hometown to study in a foreign land?
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Alae-eddine (Morocco): The initial motivation for venturing thousands of miles
away from my Moroccan hometown to study in China stemmed from a desire for growth,
exploration, and the pursuit of knowledge beyond familiar borders. While it's true that
the allure of China's thriving tech industry, particularly in the field of computer science,
played a significant role in my decision, I know deep inside that the real reason goes
deeper than mere academic opportunities. I was also a huge fan of learning languages and
the culture behind them.

Growing up in Morocco, a country renowned for its deep ancient culture and vibrant
tapestry of influences from various civilizations, I was fortunate to experience the richness
of diversity from an early age. As a trilingual individual navigating the streets of Morocco,
I was exposed to a myriad of languages, traditions, and customs that reflected the
interconnectedness of cultures throughout history. This melting pot of influences not only
shaped the mosaic of Moroccan identity but also instilled in me a profound appreciation
for the complexities of cultural exchange and communication. From the bustling
souks where merchants haggle in a blend of Arabic, Berber, and French to the echoes
of Andalusian melodies reverberating through the winding alleys of ancient medinas,
Morocco serves as a living testament to the power of cross-cultural dialogue in shaping the
fabric of society.

Natalia (Mexico): My initial motivation was to get myself immersed in China; and
get to know the country better, its people, its cultures, its stories, and its history. Due to
the fact that the relationship between China and Mexico has been growing and since I'm
majoring in International Relations, I want to experience myself if everything that the
world is saying about China is on the mark.

Marie (Norway): It was all about grasping the opportunity to experience a new
culture and region that I was curious about. Studying abroad teaches you about entirely
different lifestyles and opens you up to new perspectives on the world and the way that
people think. I was also interested in meeting new people and exploring parts of the world
that I had never seen before.
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2. RSN FEHCEMS ZENEE, XIMMEEVNEEET R TFHSHENR?
Can you share a story about you and your hometown and how it shaped your
impression of your hometown?
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Alae-eddine (Morocco): One unforgettable memory that shaped my impression of my
hometown was the bustling Jemaa el-Fnaa square, a vibrant melting pot where storytellers,
musicians, and merchants converge, creating an atmosphere teeming with energy and
tradition. In this lively marketplace, I witnessed a kaleidoscope of languages and faces from
around the globe, highlighting the square's welcoming embrace of diversity. I remember
hearing an old shopkeeper talking with East Asians and Europeans alike. I was mind-blown.
They were effortlessly bridging linguistic barriers and fostering connections among visitors
from all walks of life.
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Natalia (Mexico): I grew up in Mexico City, the capital of Mexico, which to some
extent gave me a more diverse perspective of how cross-cultural interactions work, in the
sense that I could get to know people from different parts of Mexico, as well as people from
all over the world. Ergo, I've learned about Mexican cultures and traditions while living and
coexisting in the capital with people from different places. In that same sense, in Mexico City
people speak different languages and have various backgrounds, which made me realize how
different and diverse not only the world could be, but also one country per se.

Marie (Norway): When I think of my hometown, I immediately think of nature and
serenity. As a child, I would spend most of my time playing outside, regardless of the weather.
We have a saying in Norwegian that translates to “There is no bad weather, only bad clothes”,
which I think is a good representation of how much we love the outdoors. On the weekends,
for example, we would always go on walks and have picnics in the forest with our friends and
family. During the Easter holidays, we would be out skiing every day, followed by running
around the cabin searching for Easter eggs. My entire childhood has raised me with the
impression of my hometown being a safe, comforting, and peaceful place to live.

Chapter 2. Present/Experience feeling I7E / {#15

1. MAREN, SAALYMSHSEFEERMBIIFERT? REEHERRIE?
When you first arrived in the foreign country you studied in, did you have any
difficulties when encountering cultural differences? And how did you overcome it?
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Alae-eddine (Morocco): Upon arriving in China, the differences were so massive. I
wouldn't say I was uncomfortable, but I was almost dissociated from the world. There was
a stark contrast between the vibrant chaos of places like Marrakech where every stranger is
talking to you and the organized bustle of Chinese cities where everyone is minding their
own business. However, I was excited! I took it as a challenge to immerse myself in the
local culture, I sampled new cuisines to find what I like and forged friendships with fellow
students. That is the beauty of cultural diversity.

Natalia (Mexico): I must admit that my first day in China was tough, mainly because
I don’t speak Mandarin, so the communication barriers were more substantial than expected.
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Actually, to some extent, I felt frustrated because I couldn’t communicate with
others and not be able to even use a translator. Without a Chinese phone number
and mobile data, I couldn’t do anything, neither could I pay (no WeChat Pay or
Alipay), nor use public transport or order a Didi. That was the hardest part I would
say, but I was able to overcome the situation afterwards. After getting my Chinese
SIM Card, I learned how to pay and do everything online and with my phone.
However, I must emphasize that Chinese people were always very helpful, kind, and

cooperative which made the overcoming part more harmonious.

Marie (Norway): There were definitely a lot of differences and culture
shocks I hadn’t foreseen, such as the extensive use of technology in everyday life
and the city’s high population density. In my hometown, we do not have an app
like WeChat that compresses multiple functions and services into one, and our
streets are rarely crowded with people. I received a lot of help from my roommates
and Chinese friends to show me how everything worked, especially when most
applications and information were only provided in Mandarin. So, the language
barrier was also another big challenge for me when I first arrived in China. This
encouraged me to spend more time improving my Mandarin proficiency in order to
be able to handle more situations on my own.

2. ERES RSB S T AEY?
What do you miss the most about your hometown when you are in a foreign
country?
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Alae-eddine (Morocco): Food! I miss all the friends and family obviously...
but then there is the food... specifically, the smell of the food! I miss the aroma of
Moroccan spices wafting through the air, The smell of the traditional mint tea that
cannot be replicated...

The nostalgia reminds me of the warmth of family gatherings. Being away from
home has 100% deepened my appreciation for the diversity in Moroccan cuisine
and strengthened my bond with my roots.

Natalia (Mexico): My mum, of course, and probably the social interaction;
we are used to saying “Hi” and “Good morning/afternoon/evening/night” to people
in the halls, in the school, or on the streets even if we don't know each other. That’s
because we believe that we are all human beings and since we coexist in the very
same place it’s nice to recognize the existence of the other person and just smile, be
kind, or wish them to have a good day. So I miss that about my hometown because
here people don’t usually say “hi” if they dont know each other, though I'm getting
used to it already.
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Marie (Norway): I honestly miss my house the most. I miss the comfort of being
at home and having everything that I grew up with around me. My house is almost
like my safety net. The place that I can go to and feel most protected, knowing that my
family and loved ones are nearby.

3. TR S HEEHTESMNER=EMIARTIERR?
Did you develop a new understanding of your home country due to distance
and borders?
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Alae-eddine (Morocco): Through distance and borders, I've gained a new
understanding of my home country, recognizing its complexities and nuances beyond
the surface. I would never have been able to write the past paragraphs about Morocco if
I hadn't gone abroad and viewed it through an external lens, more critical of the things
it is missing but still cherishing its unique identity.

Natalia (Mexico): Definitely, every time I get out of the country I learn
something different about it. Sometimes we don’t realize that we do or we like certain
things about our hometowns until we go to other places and see that not everywhere

works the same way.

4. AR, RYRENRZIROSERERRETLN? (RACSHEHIA
FRBhEX—BREHPhREELTR ?

How have your feelings and mindset towards the foreign country changed over
time? Did your sense of identity also undergo any changes during the experience?
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Alae-eddine (Morocco): As time has passed, my mindset has evolved a lot here.
Especially in an international university like CUHKSZ where I have met people from
countries I didn't even know existed. These experiences really make you understand how big
the world is. It keeps your ego in check and helps you transcend the narrow notions exclusive

to your hometown.

This whole chapter in a foreign land has challenged and reshaped my self-identity,
fostering a sense of adaptability and resilience when facing the unknown.

Natalia (Mexico): It's complex, because it's evident that my mindset has changed over
my stay here, but at the same time I don't feel I'm a different person. It’s as if I have known
new versions of myself during my experience in China, that I've learned so many things about
life, I've met so many extraordinary people, and of course, I've really identified myself with
certain things here, but I wouldn’t say that my identity has changed at all, probably it just got
reinforced.

Marie (Norway): I feel like I have become braver and more independent from when 1
first arrived in China. Moving to a foreign country means leaving your family and everything
you are familiar with behind. I had to learn to adapt to the lifestyle here and find ways to
support myself when times were hard. Through these experiences, I feel that I have become
stronger mentally, and also more resilient to change.

Chapter 3. Future/ Identity k3K /| S4)3E

1. {73 “4%” M1 “%” XW/PBRIFAEDEIMRENX—EBEHPEE R EMIIEMREE?
AENHIREERLEMRAER R EIRIE?

Have you developed a new understanding of the terms "hometown" and "foreign
land" during your experience of studying abroad? Did the concepts of the two cross
over at some point?
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BHE, ERMBIHE. BEAHELBRY, RIMEEEA—IERE — “TN k8. BIELE,
MR SEAZMAAEERN, RIERBERNIBEHRER, BARNE-—MFEERET —
SHEEIZ. IS ERERIERT, RARMEMANRARYH, ths 58S MNEN, dX57]
BERMRR L EMLSNIFRE MY, ENERERTEMS LIERARGEAMN T RS, Hitths 5%
ZHEAFMRE I EARMEEES T,

Alae-eddine (Morocco): Yes! Studying abroad has totally blurred the line between
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"hometown" and "foreign land", leading me to realize that home is not solely defined by
geographical location but by the connections we forge and the memories we create. The

concepts of home and abroad intersect in unexpected ways.

Natalia (Mexico): To some extent, I think I have, I realized that hometown does not
always mean “good”, or “safe”, and that foreign land does not always mean “bad”, “against”
or “opposite”. I always knew it was more complex than that, but it is not until you immerse
yourself in the foreign country that you acquire that it’s indeed more complex than we could
even imagine or that we could even understand. Likewise, I do believe both concepts cross
over at some point and it’s when you get to know the similarities between your hometown
and the foreign country and where they both convey.

Marie (Norway): Living in a foreign country for an extended period of time, has
slightly influenced my perception of where “home” is. I naturally feel a stronger connection
and belonging to my hometown; however, I have also built an entirely new life here in
Shenzhen. Things have gone from new and unfamiliar, to normal and routine. So although I
always look forward to traveling back home to Norway during the holidays, I know that once
I graduate, I will miss the home that I had here as well.

6. EEHEEREXAPINFEN FREXUHES HRBEMIEMR? FIANTELERUBKRESR
T, #RARXIMINS HREFFZENES EZEMNRIRE? TARZINFLRS 58
SIEIAFIPLLbIE?

Do you develop more complex feelings and understandings about your own culture
when you are immersed in an exotic culture? How does the concept of being a
global citizen help you adjust the boundaries between home and abroad in the

M Maire TEMBEIBIKFEHAINR
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context of globalization? How should individuals reconcile the concepts
of foreign land and homeland in their perception?
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Alae-eddine (Morocco): Immersion in an exotic culture has deepened my
understanding of my heritage. This was mostly felt through all the conversations
and reflections I had prompted by other people questioning me and my habits.
When someone says, “Wow you guys do that in Morocco?” I also go, “Oh wow
yes that is definitely unique, I never noticed until now!”

Currently, as a global citizen, I navigate the intersections of different
cultures with ease, embracing the richness of diversity while honoring my roots.
The emergence of this identity challenges traditional notions of belonging,
urging individuals to reconcile their attachments to both their home country
and the world at large. It is a very beautiful phenomenon. There are obvious
risks but with openness, empathy, and a willingness to embrace complexity. 1
believe this will blossom into a beautiful future for Humanity.

Natalia (Mexico): Yeah, I believe that my feelings and my understanding
of my culture got deepened with my living experience in China. Above all, I
noticed the importance of all the historical processes that have led us to this
actual moment. And that’s why I don’t share the idea that there is something
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such as “global citizens”, because even though globalization has indeed broken
boundaries, what makes a place or a “country” different from others is the history,
its people, its stories... and that is where my point relies on, on the importance
of memory. In fact, we could make the foreign country and the home country
coexist by not forgetting where both really come from.

Marie (Norway): I think I have gained a better understanding of my own
culture and what its key characteristics are, because when you live abroad, it is
very easy to compare the culture you are living in now, to what you are used to
back home. This comparison makes you more aware of the differences and also
the reasons behind them, which I find to be very interesting.

I think by being a “global citizen”, people are less likely to feel like their
hometown is the only place that they belong. They are more open in their
perspectives on what our individual roles should be for the world as a whole,
rather than just focusing on what they can do for their community at home.

When one chooses to travel to a foreign country, there is usually a reason
or purpose behind it. For me, that was to study abroad. So, for this period and
purpose in my life, the foreign country that I have traveled to has become my
new home. However, once this period of my life is over, i.e. I graduate from
university; I will have my home in my home country to travel back to. By looking
at it from this perspective, I think that the foreign country and the home country
can coexist in recognition.
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Interview with Hugh Thomas:
“We are part of the answer”

Reporter/Yu Rui, Shi Qingyuan
Writer/Shi Qingyuan
Reviewer/ChenJundou

Forward

Hugh Thomas was born and raised in western Canada, living in Edmonton and Winnipeg.
He received his bachelor of arts, with honors, in history from the University of Alberta,
postgraduate diplomas in Chinese language from the Beijing Language and Culture
University and history from Nanjing University, an MBA from The Chinese University of
Hong Kong, and a PhD in International Business and Finance from the Stern School of
Business, New York University. He participated in founding China’s first business school,
the National Center for Industrial Science and Technology Management at Dalian in 1980,
and subsequently worked in banking and consulting in Hong Kong for seven years. He was
tenured at CUHK from 2003 to 2013 and has been at CUHK-Shenzhen since 2015.

On the 10th anniversary of CHUK-Shenzhen, we explore the significance of the University

in cultivating students with a global horizon from his unique perspective.

Unplanned Path

In his own words, Hugh Thomas was "on an unplanned path" from his early studies
in history to his involvement in the founding of China's first business school. His early
education began in Canada, where a deep interest in history led him to the Faculty
of Arts and history studies at the University of Alberta. And, it was his passion for

history that eventually led him to the wider world of China and international business.

In the 1970s, influenced by "the counter culture," Thomas chose to discontinue his studies
and to embark on traveling around world. This experience not only broadened his horizons,
but also deepened his understanding of different cultures and political philosophies.
Upon returning to university, he continued with history studies. However, an opportunity to

study at the Beijing Language Institute changed the course of his career.
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He showed profound interest in China's history, culture, and economic development while
working and living in China.

"I've also always been interested in China. China is personally a part of my background.
My mother was born in China, so she was Chinese born American. She was American
by nationality, and in terms of ethnicity, she is Caucasian. She has a Scottish, German,
and English background, but she was born in Canton (Guangzhou), and so her Cantonese
was excellent, but she didn’t understand Mandarin. I grew up in Alberta in western Canada. I
found it fascinating that nothing made her happier than listening to and talking with Chinese
people. That was a very alive part of my background. "

After completing an MBA program at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Thomas entered
the business and finance field. Since then, Thomas has demonstrated his dual roles as a
scholar and practitioner, both in his work in the banking industry, and in helping to establish
a business school.

“When I graduated from CUHK with an MBA, I was able to help in the joint project of
the Chinese government and the U.S. Department of Commerce to set up a business
school in Northeast China. I really enjoyed that experience.. We started China’s first business
school in Dalian in 1980. That gave me a background in teaching business. Later I worked
in Hong Kong as an investment and commercial banker for seven years. But in my heart
I was basically an academic, not a banker. So I dropped banking and became a scholar
again, pursuing a doctoral degree at New York University. That is what got me back into

academics.

After he returned to academia he taught finance courses first in Canada, then in Hong Kong
and now at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen, passing on his extensive
experience and knowledge to the next generation.

"I think CUHK-Shenzhen is a great university built on the tradition of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, so it's been fun to be part of it."
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Unexpected development

Professor Hugh Thomas shared his views on the rapid development of the School of
Economics and Management (SME) at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen.
He said he felt honored to be part of this transformation. Initially, he did not anticipate
that the school would grow so rapidly and make significant progress -- not only in terms of
hardware, but also in terms of software, the talents.

"When I first came here, we were in the startup area. We just had the old administration
building and those other converted factory buildings."

"I didn't think that the University would grow so quickly, both in hardware and software
and talents. Because when I started, as I said, there weren't enough people that were keen on
and really able to teach the introductory course in corporate finance. And now we have an
extremely good finance faculty and finance department in SME."

In fact, during this decade of rapid growth of the university, the world was changing rapidly,
and this change has been both unexpected and worrying at the same time. According to Prof.
Thomas, differences in social beliefs are often the core of global conflicts, and what is really
troublesome is the people who are convinced that the world is stealing something from them.
The data revolution has been the most dramatic change in the world recently, but it's not bad.
On a societal level, we're actually getting better.

"We haven't had the years like in WWI and WWII, when we had many people slaughtered,
or the invasions of China by the Japanese or in the Middle East, where you have had the
Greeks, Persians, and Romans that were really quite vicious in their way of imposing their
own civilizations. Is it worse now than then? No, I don't think it's worse. I think that we're
richer. I think that we're more aware of what the other people are doing. I think it's better
that way."

84

sbwoy] ybnH lossajoild ~ (=)

spwoy] ybnH losssjold < (=)

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen W@:_L‘

From a personal perspective, Prof. Thomas proposed a novel idea. He argued that the reason
we think it's getting worse and more stressful is likely because we think that we can change
our lives through decisions, and decisions bring stress with them.

“I hope people attending this university can identify every aspect of that mix of ideas, enjoy
the mix of ideas, where they can take advantage of it, notwithstanding the pressures of their
programs.”

Understand what their stories are

In times of uncertainty, "understanding” is the word Prof. Thomas used most frequently.

"You've got to be able to get into the head of the person on the other side of the world and
see the world as they see it. I'm not saying it's the truth. I'm just saying it's the world as
they see it. And the way you see the world is not the truth. It's just what's between your ears
because you've taken it in through your five senses over the last few years. So you somehow
have to get into their heads and see the world as they see it. Because only then can you

understand how you can make a project or a business deal.”

We always expect strangers to trust us, but that's a false assumption. Instead of assuming trust
from other persons, we should know where the mistrust comes from and try to understand
how they see the world. The economic system, according to Thomas, is like a trust system. To
realize something great and meaningful, it requires cooperation, trust, and belief in each
other. It is just like the Global Supply Chain and Logistics Management Program at CUHK-
Shenzhen, which exists based on the cooperation and trust among the three universities.

When talking about cultivation of internationalized talents at CUHK-Shenzhen, Prof.
Thomas mentioned that the internationalized development of the University is inextricably
linked to Shenzhen, an immigrant city with an international background.

"The domestic Chinese students are international in outlook because they are international
by choice. They come from all over the country and they come down to Shenzhen, which is
the most international city in China. So those students are global in outlook by choice. This
differs slightly from the CUHK students—they were born in a global city. For those who are
global by choice, they want to become students with a global perspective. So that's one of the
aspects of the internationalization of the CUHK-Shenzhen and the city of Shenzhen."

Meanwhile, the University provides sufficient opportunities for students to integrate into
the world, both within the mainland and through exchange programs overseas. Many
students seize opportunities and leave their comfort zone to learn from other people and
other places around the world - through their own experiences.

University is a romantic and idealistic place, and The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Shenzhen strives to provide students with a place for international exchanges. Yet
students are often stressed out about their future in such a free and internationalized
environment. "Where to go?" This is a question at the bottom of many students’ hearts.
The interview with Prof. Thomas may give us insight. Although we don't know the answer
yet, we are all part of the unexpected. If we try to understand and work with others, we will
all be part of the answer.
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