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CUHK-Shenzhen Holds Inauguration Ceremony 2020
Kindness, Empathy and Love to Bring Dignity and Value of Human Beings

Given the continuous and essential need for COVID-19 control,
CUHK-Shenzhen adopted a combination of online and offline
approach for this year's inauguration ceremony. Over 1,300
undergraduate students, professors and faculty attended the
ceremony on campus to celebrate the beginning of the new school
term, while international students, postgraduates and guests joined
the online session.

Distinguished guests included James J. Heckman, professor from
the University of Chicago and a Nobel Laureate in economics in
2000, and Zhang Yitang, renowned mathematician; both delivered
speeches online.

Professor Heckman encouraged students to explore new
viewpoints, new ideologies and new values.

"You are making new circles of
friends, meeting people with diverse
backgrounds and with interests
possibly very different from your own.
College gives you a rich palette of
things to explore: new subjects, new
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points of view, and new values. It

also offers you the opportunity to explore yourself—explore what
interests you, what you value, and what you want out of life."

In Prof. Zhang's speech, he expressed
his regret for not being able to speak to
the students in person, but meanwhile
marveled at the development of the

. information technology, which made
| it possible for him to participate the

N,
AN} \
ﬁ z . ceremony even across the Pacific

Ocean. He also said that academic
achievements were results of hard work and emphasized cultural

cultivation during study.

"Research is not an easy thing. Sometimes you may feel envious
when you look at other people making great results. But when you
do it yourself, you'll know that it's quite boring, and Rome wasn't
built in a day. Just be patient", said Prof. Zhang.

Prof. Yangsheng Xu, president of CUHK-Shenzhen, also made
remarks at the ceremony.

Xu appreciated the new students'hard work that got them
successfully admitted to the university during the pandemic.

"University is a brand-new beginning. Now that we have already
saluted your past achievements, it's time to let go of them. Yes,
disburden your mind of past successes so that it can grow and
expand afresh."

Prof. Xu encouraged students to face challenges bravely. "You may
have already heard that the university environment is very different
from high school. No matter how impressed you used to be, |
want you to be prepared to embrace changes, to be ready to be
inspired and transformed."

Prof. Xu also emphasized the value of humanity and the powers of
kindness, empathy, and love. He also hoped students would act
with responsibility and make that a habit.
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CUHK-Shenzhen Establishes Shenzhen Conservatory of Music
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HHEFILKRFE (RI) FizRHE
CUHK —Shenzhen Orchestra Performing at the University Concert 2019

As one of the "Ten Cultural Facilities for the New Era" planned
by the Shenzhen Municipal Government, the Shenzhen
Conservatory of Music will be established and operated by The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen.

The Shenzhen Conservatory of Music, also known as CUHK-
Shenzhen School of Music, seeks to develop into an international,
innovative and world-class institution of music and arts. A
wide range of programs will be offered by the School to cover
the needs of students who aspire to further their art studies.
In particular, the School will offer undergraduate programs
in the fields of music performance, musicology, composition
techniques and theory, dance performance, and more, as well as
postgraduate programs in music technology, arts management,
music therapy and music sociology.

"The conservatory under construction is an international one.
It will offer comprehensive and innovative programs, which
are different from the traditional conservatories. We will bring
together the best talents from all over the world in the field of
music and follow contemporary trends, thus forming a truly
international and high-caliber conservatory. We are very
confident about this", said Professor Yangsheng Xu, President of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen.

"The establishment of the Shenzhen Conservatory of Music will
also bode well for the development of our university," added
President Xu. "At present, the currently available Schools of
Management and Economics, Science and Engineering,
Humanities and Social Sciences, Life and Health Sciences

RPN ELE T E SN ELED R

and Data Science are all enjoying a sound momentum of
development. We are looking forward to extending this
momentum to further expose our students in the arts and culture
field, as well as enhancing their imagination and creativity in the
pioneering cross-academic research.”

Vice President Tom Z.Q. Luo indicated that culture is the key to a
city's overall sirength and core competitiveness, the embodiment
of a city's spirit and values, as well as the distinguishing mark
of a city from other cities. It is for this reason that the Shenzhen
Municipal Government has proposed the "Ten Cultural Facilities
for the New Era" and entrusted CUHK-Shenzhen to prepare for
the Shenzhen Conservatory of Music.

Professor Luo said: "The construction of the Shenzhen
Conservatory of Music is an important task entrusted by the
municipal government to our university. We believe that with its
matfure management system and valuable experience, CUHK-
Shenzhen will be able to cultivate top-level music talents with
Chinese cultural traditions and international perspectives, and
conftribute to building Shenzhen into a global benchmark city with
outstanding competitiveness, innovation and cultural influence.”

Drawing on the successful experience of CUHK-Shenzhen
and first-class institutions at home and abroad, the Shenzhen
Conservatory of Music will be built into an international,
innovative and world-class institution for music and arts,
producing high-end talents for Shenzhen, and at large the
Greater Bay Area. It will fill the gap of Shenzhen's higher
education in music and arts, promote the exchanges of cultural
resources and talents in the Greater Bay Areq, and cultivate
music and art talents for the Greater Bay Area and the country.

Professor Wing-Wah Chan, Chairman of the Composers
and Authors Society of Hong Kong, former Chairman of the
Department of Music and Adjunct Professor at The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, and currently Acting Director of the
Shenzhen Conservatory of Music Preparatory Office, said
that with the goal of cultivating high-end music talents with
both academic and performing capabilities, the Shenzhen
Conservatory of Music will embrace international masters

Prof. David Zhang Elected Fellow of Royal Society of Canada
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from both Chinese and Western music cultures, along with its
innovative training model and internationalized undergraduate,
master's and doctoral training system for music talents. In
addition to the traditional music performance courses, the
Shenzhen Conservatory of Music will also offer programs in
music technology and music therapy, taught in both Chinese
and English, as well as other languages such as Italian, German
and French if necessary. The modern university management
system, combined with internationally recognized academic
standards and teaching models, will certainly open up students’
international horizons.

Professor Chan added, "In the future, we will offer more part-time
programs for people to study music in their spare time; We will also
set up a special class to select young talents with gifts in music."

The Chinese University of Hong Kong has a distinctive and rich
fradition of music education, according to Mrs. Shun-Chun Dorothy
Wong, Director of Development and Advancement, Shenzhen
Conservatory of Music Preparatory Office. Founded in 1965, the
Music Department of Chung Chi College, CUHK is the first degree-
granting music department in Hong Kong, and also an influential
tfraining base for feachers of major conservatories in China. "While
introducing the world's advanced music tfeaching concepts into
China, we will actively bring in international-level music events
to facilitate the collision of Chinese and Western cultures. We
are confident that we will build our brand and conftribute to the
cultural development and prosperity in Shenzhen, the Greater Bay
Area and even the whole country”, said Mrs. Wong.

HAHEF L RFE (Ry) BR
CUHK —Shenzhen Chinese Orchestra Performing at the University Concert 2019

Congratulations to Professor David Zhang on being
named a 2020 Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.

He is one of 87 new Fellows in the Academies of Arts
and Humanities, Social Sciences and Science and
50 new members of the Royal Society of Canada's
College of New Scholars, Artists and Scientists. He joins
seven other Waterloo researchers who were honoured
by the Royal Society of Canada foday.

The Fellows were elected by their peers for their
outstanding scholarly, scientific and artistic
achievement. Professor Zhang is being recognized for
his work on Pattern Recognition, Image Processing and

Biometrics.
PO
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CUHK-Shenzhen Launches School of Data Science

Data has become an important component in our life. How to
collect data, analyze data, and to create value from data has
become an important challenge faced by every industry in our
society. With such a background, the School of Data Science
(SDS) at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen was
established on July 1st, 2020.

The SDS focuses on first-class teaching and academic research
in Data Science. It has established a systematic education
system in data science, including theoretical aspects such
as operations research, statistics, computer science, and
application fields such as machine learning, operations

management, and decision analytics, providing students with
comprehensive and state-of-the-art training. With the aim
"to nurture high-end talent with global perspectives, Chinese
tradition and social responsibility”, the school is organically
combining industry, education and research, determining
to become the world's leading data science innovation and
research base, as well as cultivating tfop innovative talents with
a global perspective.

The SDS is established on a solid foundation with a strong faculty
team. All faculties in the SDS have doctoral degrees from
world-class universities. Many of them also have experiences in
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working in top-tier universities in the world and have significant
international impact in related fields of academia and industry.
Besides, the school has held many international data sciences
related conferences and events, and has established recognition
in the world.

The establishment of the SDS represents the increasing investment
of The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen in the field
of data science, which is also a sign of the determination of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen to stand at the
forefront of the era and to cultivate the talents needed for the
development of the society.
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Institute on Global, Contemporary China Studies Set up at CUHK-Shenzhen

The Advanced Institute of Global and Contemporary China Studies
(GCCS) of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen was officially
inaugurated in The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen. Prof.
Yongnian Zheng, former director of East Asia Institute of the National
University of Singapore, was appointed as the head of the institute.

GCCS aims to create a think tank for the country's policy research
and a global academic exchange platform with influence in research
topics including China's reform and opening—up policy, marine
economy, international strategy and global development. The institute
will focus on both China and the globe to promote research on regional
development strategies and to provide intellectual support to construct
the Guangdong—-Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area.

Professor Yansheng Xu, President of The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Shenzhen, said at the inauguration ceremony yesterday that the
establishment marks CUHK-SZ as a research institute of international
standards in humanities and social sciences fields.

He also introduced the University's progress and missions in his
speech.

"To this end, we have established a number of research institutes
in the fields of finance, biomedicine, big data, artificial intelligence
and robotics. Today, this dynamic further extends to humanities
and social sciences. The newly established Advanced Institute of
Global and Contemporary China Studies not only serves as another
milestone of the University, but also a think tank to gather top
talents who will provide academic and intellectual support for the
Guangdong—-Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area, the country and
the world."

Mr. Xinping Nie, Vice Mayor of Shenzhen, mentioned in his remarks
that as Shenzhen celebrated its 40th anniversary as a special
economic zone, it was given a new designation by the Central
Government—-a pilot demonstration area of socialism with Chinese
characteristics. In this higher honor, the trailblazer must evolve into
a global benchmark city with greater competitiveness, innovation
and influence.

Presidential Chair Professor Yongnian Zheng, director of the
groundbreaking institute, shed light on its philosophy and objectives
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at the unveiling.

"Bringing world and China studies closely together, the Institute will
offer sound intellectual support for the creation of a world-class bay
area; and will also undertake major domestic research and social
science projects, providing policy advice covering both ideas and
on-the—ground actions for major national strategic decisions", said
Prof. Zheng.

A forum on globalization and the next 40 years for Shenzhen
was held after the ceremony. Prof. Yongnian Zheng, Presidential
Chair Professor of CUHK-Shenzhen and director of the Advanced
Institute of Global and Contemporary China Studies, Professor
Fang Cai, Vice President of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, and Professor Jie Tang, Council Member of The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen and former Vice
Mayor of Shenzhen, respectively expounded their views on "Where
Shenzhen is Going?", "Where China is Going" and "Where the World
is Going", which are of great significance to the future development

of the region, China and the world.
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